
can
car
drive
happy
new
said
started
stopped
you

You’ve finished! 
What will you read next?
                          Grusilda 

Name ...............................................
Date  ...............................................

Student Response
My score for this book is ............/10.
It was a ................................... book. 

3. Read, cover, spell!
Read Cover Spell
can
car
drive
happy
new
said
started
stopped
you
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................

................

................

................

................

................

................

................

Drive Slower

1. Slower! Faster! Stop! 

Today we got a new c......

Dad s........., “I will drive  
the car slower.”

“Dr......... faster,” said Mum.

Dad started to drive f............

“Drive slower,” s......... Mum.

Dad stopped the car. 

He said, “You can dr........
our new car.”

Then we were all h.............!

2. Draw a new car for            
     your family.

Activity Sheet

Level 8: Narrative



8

      NARRATIVE

        FICTION

Inside Front Cover: Glossary Title Page: Story Introduction 

Teaching Ideas
Drive Slower
Level 8 Fiction – Narrative

Curriculum Topics: English; History; Technology
Book Synopsis: Dad is driving the family to the 
drycleaners in their new car. Tension builds when 
Mum tells Dad he’s driving too fast or too slow.
Non-High Frequency Words: Most words are 
repeated and supported by clear illustrations. 
High Frequency Words: Drive Slower has a very 
high percentage of high frequency words. 
Comprehension: The Teaching Unit’s focus is on 
seven areas of comprehension – connection, 
inference, importance, questioning, summarising, 
synthesis and visual. We advise teachers to tailor 
literal comprehension questions for each group.  

Page 2
Narrative – Orientation
Introduce the characters, time and place.
Language Features
Adjective: new (car) 
Set-the-scene: Today
Words ending in “st”: best, first 
Word family: slow, slowly
Comprehension – Inference, Visual
When do you think Dad put fuel in the new 
car? At what speed is Dad driving the car? 
Why? How might the family be feeling?
Literature, Arts and Technology Activity 
Students design and draw a new fuel gauge  
to show a half-full tank of fuel. They write a 
caption explaining what the fuel gauge shows.

Page 3
Narrative – Event
Dad starts to drive faster much to Mum’s concern.
Language Features
Comparative adjectives: faster; slower (“slow”, “slowly” page 2)
Punctuation: speech marks
Comprehension – Estimation, Connection
At what speed is Dad driving the car now? If you were the boy 
what words would describe how you’re feeling? 
Literature, Arts and Technology Activity
Students design and draw a new speedometer. They show the 
speed at which people must drive when driving past schools 
during certain hours in school terms. They write a caption  
explaining what the speedometer shows.

Pages 4 and 5
Narrative – Event and Complication 
Dad drives slower –much to Mum’s frustration.  
Then Dad gets frustrated with Mum. 
Language Features
Meaning: ‘not happy’ is the same as ‘unhappy’
Opposite instructions: “Drive faster,” (“Drive  
slower,” on page 3)
Usage: to, too
Comprehension – Importance, Connection
Why was it important for Mum that Dad drive 
faster? Can you explain why Dad was not happy 
by page 5? How would you feel if you were Dad?
Literature, Arts, Health and Safety Activity
Discuss why drivers and other road users must 
stop in safe places and the purpose of STOP 
signs. Design a STOP sign ideal for use around 
schools so it looks child-friendly.



HISTORY

For free book rewards, register your school with our Staircase program at www.theliteracytower.com

Student Activity
Student activity sheet
(free download/PDF)

I like these pages as it shows Dad calmly thinking 
about a resolution for the in-car tension earlier.

The narrative ends. I love this ending because 
everyone in the family is happy. We also learn that 
it’s good to be considerate of others’ feelings.

Page 8
Narrative – Resolution and Coda
Dad’s resolution, and reason for his decision, makes the whole 
family happy, especially Mum.
Language Features
Adjectives: big (smile); new (car)
Opposite word meanings: happy (“not happy” on pages 4 and 5)
Revise words starting with “dr”, “sl”: drive, slow (“sm” smile)
Comprehension – Summarise, Synthesise
Why was this a good ending for everyone in the family? 
How did the characters’ behaviour and feelings change?
Literature, Arts and Health and Safety Activity  
Discuss seat belts. Draw all three characters wearing their 
seat belts. Write a safety slogan, 
e.g. “Sit and seat belt every time!” 

Pages 6 and 7
Narrative – Event and Resolution
Dad stops and waits in the car. He thinks  
of a solution to their problem.
Language Features
Possession: Mum’s (seat)
Punctuation: speech and question marks 
Word family: stopped (“stop” on page 5)
Comprehension – Inference, Visual
Which symbols tell you that Dad parked the 
car and, Mum and their son got out? Why do 
you think Dad waited in the car? Why do you 
think he is in Mum’s seat? What might Dad 
be saying to Mum? 
Literature, Arts and Geography Activity  
Imagine being the book’s illustrator. Draw two 
new shop fronts of their favourite stores either 
side of the drycleaners.

Something in the Car
Level 7: Fiction, 
Narrative

Scooter Safety 
Level 7: Non-Fiction, 
Report

All Aboard Our Airship
Level 10: Fiction, 
Poetry

Group Activity
Chart: “Our Cars for the Future”
Students draw cars with futuristic features. 
They write a caption with a name and 
feature, e.g. “My Turbo-Car can fly!”

Check out these other 
books for projects 
about cars and other 
forms of transport.

Seat Belts
Seat belts were invented 

in the 1880s, but it wasn’t 
until the 1950s that they 
were used widely in cars. 

In 1970, Victoria, Australia, 
was the first place to make 

wearing seat belts 
compulsory!


